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Hidden Connections places into conversation the work of Kin Ting Li and 

Wenhui Hao, two young painters who play with the thin line standing between 

abstraction and figuration by using the materiality of oil on canvas. In their 

respective practices, these two very different artists both explore the concept 

of being connected - to each other, to our environments, and to the matter 

that makes up our world. Though their visual languages differ, both artists 

share an interest in how texture, substance, and emotion can give form to 

the invisible links between systems, bodies, and experiences. Connections 

are the foundations of our existence - human connections, neurological 

synapses, and chemical and physical bonds are the substructure of nature. 

Kin Ting Li (b.1991, Hong Kong) approaches the concept of connection 

through a scientific and structural lens. His paintings combine architectural 

forms, organic cycles, and abstract symbols to reveal the hidden systems 

that link all things – from the microscopic to the cosmic. Drawing inspiration 

from science fiction, Li constructs spaces where multiple realities can coexist.

His detailed brushwork and complex compositions evoke a sense of precision 

and balance, suggesting that every element is part of a larger network of 

interdependence.



His attention to materiality and rhythm transforms painting into a reflection 

on how all things - physical, spatial, and human - are connected.

In the painting The Back Image, the artist reflects on the relationship between 

positives and negatives in photography, creating a visual dialogue between 

two distinct yet interconnected realms: a coloured composition framed at 

the bottom and a monochrome one extending across the canvas. Linked 

by a “bleed” - a term borrowed from printmaking that describes an image 

extending beyond its intended edge - the two layers intertwine in a reflection 

on perception and continuity, evoking a space where the boundaries between 

different realities begin to blur.

Wenhui Hao (b. 2000, Taiyuan, Shanxi Province, China), differently, explores 

connection through emotion and observes its manifestations within the body. 

Her work reflects on themes of female desire, trauma, and healing, using 

the process of painting as a way to reconstruct personal and collective 

narratives. Thick textures, layered surfaces, and gestures of destruction and 

repair reveal how pain and vulnerability are bound up with resilience. Hao’s 

paintings express the physical and psychological connections that shape 

human experience - the ties between sensation, memory, and identity.

Reflecting on this, she states: “I see the process of painting as akin to 
the practice of suturing and repairing in medical pathology. Through the 
materiality of oil and fabric, I mend what has been torn apart: the wounds of 
memory, desire, and the body itself.” Her gestures of layering, piercing, and 

covering suggest both trauma and care, exposing the complex relationship 

between body and image, pain and creation.

Kin Ting Li
‘A falling dream’ - (detail), 2025
 oil, foam coat and quartz powder on canvas
71,5 x 81,5 cm



By bringing these two artists together, Hidden Connections creates a dialogue 

between two complementary ways of seeing the world.

Li’s works visualize the external systems - scientific, architectural, and natural 

- that link all forms of life, while Hao’s focus on the inner systems of emotion 

and the body reveals how deeply those connections are experienced. This 

exhibition invites the viewer to consider connection as both a physical and 

emotional condition: something that scientifically structures the universe 

and, simultaneously, defines daily human experience. 

— Linda Spagnolo Corso

Hwi Hahm, 
Are you the Moon or Am I? (detail),
oil on canvas,152 × 183 cm, 2025

Wenhui Hao
‘I awoke to find myself underwater  - (detail), 2025
oil on linen 
100 x 80 cm



Kin Ting Li

Kin Ting Li (b. 1991, Hong Kong) lives and works in London, 
UK. Trained in both physics and fine art, Li’s practice moves 
fluidly between material investigation and poetic abstraction. 
His works often draw from systems of perception and 
transformation, where structure and intuition coexist in a state 
of delicate balance. Through subtle manipulations of surface, 
form, and rhythm, Li explores how meaning unfolds through 
matter, gesture, and time.

He studied Fine Art at the Slade School of Fine Art, UCL (BA, 
2019), following a Foundation Diploma in Art and Design 
at Camberwell College of Arts (2015) and a BSc (Hons) in 
Applied Physics at City University of Hong Kong (2013).

Recent exhibitions include Liste Art Fair with South Parade 
(Basel, 2025); Pockets of Want and Need (South Parade, 
London); Karmic Fissures (PODIUM, Hong Kong); Material 
Poetics (South Parade × Sadie Coles HQ, London); Liquid 
Life (Super Dakota, Brussels); Inside Out (The Artist Room, 
London); and the solo exhibition Chimera (South Parade, 
London).

Li’s work is included in the collection of the X Museum, Beijing.



Wenhui Hao

Wenhui Hao (b. 2000, Taiyuan, China) lives and works in London, UK. 
Her paintings navigate the thresholds between material presence and 
emotional resonance, where layered surfaces and shifting tones evoke 
states of flux, tension, and introspection. Through the interplay of gesture 
and atmosphere, Hao explores how images can hold the in-between - a 
space of emergence, memory, and becoming.

She received her MRes in Arts and Humanities from the Royal College 
of Art, London (2024), and her BA in Oil Painting from Capital Normal 
University, Beijing (2023).

Recent exhibitions include the solo show By the Rivers Dark at Half 
Gallery (New York, NY, 2025); and group exhibitions such as The Torrent 
& The Fold at LBF Contemporary (London, UK), Birth of the Between 
at Latitude Gallery (New York, US), and Now Showing at The Bomb 
Factory Art Foundation (London, UK).

Her work has been presented at art fairs including Untitled Art, Half 
Gallery (Houston, US, 2025); Artefiera, L.U.P.O. Lorenzelli Projects 
(Bologna, Italy, 2025); Untitled Art, Latitude Gallery (Miami Beach, US); 
and Art 021, Seefood Room Gallery (Hong Kong). Hao’s paintings are 
part of the J.P. Morgan Chase Art Collection and France’s Christian 
Levett’s FAMM Museum (Femmes Artistes du Musée de Mougins).
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